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Kundalini yoga, which stimulates individual 
growth through breath, chanting, and medita-
tion among other components. Soon after, he 
founded the Healthy, Happy, Holy Organiza-
tion (3HO), a nonprofit private educational and 
scientific foundation with 300 centers in 35 
countries, dedicated to improving physical 
well-being, deepening spiritual awareness, and 
offering guidance on matters of health and 
heart. He later also founded a successful drug 
rehabilitation program that blends ancient 
yogic wisdom of the East with modern tech-
nology of the West. 

In 1971, the president of the governing body 
of Sikh Temples in India gave Yogi Bhajan the 
title of chief religious and administrative au-
thority for Sikhism in the Western Hemisphere. 
That same year, the Sikh Dharma was legally 
incorporated and recognized as a religion in 
the U.S., and soon after Yogi Bhajan founded 
the Sikh ashram that still thrives in Española, 
New Mexico in my district. Yogi Bhajan wrote 
30 books and inspired 200 more through his 
teaching, and inspired the founding of several 
businesses including Akal Security Inc., one of 
the fastest growing security companies in the 
nation. Throughout his lifetime, he traveled the 
world and met with world leaders such as 
Pope John Paul II and the Dalai Lama to dis-
cuss world peace and religious unity. He also 
served as informal counsel to numerous polit-
ical and spiritual leaders. As the resolution 
states, Yogi Bhajan’s teachings and the busi-
nesses formed under his inspiration, improved 
personal, political, spiritual and professional 
relations between citizens of the United States 
and citizens of the nation of India. 

After the terrorist attacks on U.S. soil on 
September 11th, Yogi Bhajan reached out to 
Sikhs across America, encouraging and help-
ing them to educate their fellow citizens about 
Sikhs, and to work with law enforcement and 
community leaders to help them protect Sikh 
populations. He established links to human 
rights advocates nationwide to ensure that the 
issue of Sikh identity was understood and re-
spected. When a Sikh man named Balbir 
Singh Sodhi was murdered in Arizona five 
days after 9/11, Yogi Bhajan worked with com-
munity and government leaders in Arizona to 
help raise awareness about the Sikh commu-
nity there, and to honor Balbir Singh with a 
major memorial event. 

I had the privilege of Yogi Bhajan’s friend-
ship and support for more than 20 years. He 
was a dynamic, powerful person with a strong 
devotion to human rights, religious freedom, 
and good health. Whatever one’s faith, he had 
the right words, the right lesson, and the right 
message. He spoke to us all, and he inspired 
us. Around the world he was a powerful voice 
for peace. I am also proud that my State of 
New Mexico made history by designating Oc-
tober 23rd as ‘‘Yogi Bhajan Memorial Day.’’ 

The resolution I am introducing today recog-
nizes Yogi Bhajan as a wise teacher and men-
tor, an outstanding pioneer, a champion of 
peace and compassionate human being, and 
extends condolences on his passing. I intro-
duced this bill at the end of the 108th Con-
gress, soon after Yogi Bhajan’s passing, and 
I hope my colleagues and I can work together 
to pass the resolution during the 109th. I 
would like to thank members of the House 
India Caucus, who helped build support for 
this resolution, as well as Senators JEFF 
BINGAMAN, PETE DOMENICI, and JOHN CORNYN, 
who will introduce the Senate companion. I 

also thank House International Relations Com-
mittee Chairman HENRY HYDE and Ranking 
Member TOM LANTOS for their strong support, 
as well as the bipartisan group of original co-
sponsors who join me in urging my colleagues 
to support this important resolution. 
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Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to recognize and honor 
an extraordinary citizen. Sally Mazzarella, of 
Rhinebeck, New York, along with help from 
friends and family, has devoted an immeas-
urable amount of time and effort to make her 
community and Dutchess County a better 
place to live. 

Sally has exemplified selfless and tireless 
community leadership. She is president of the 
Winnakee Land Trust and serves on the 
boards of Families First New York and the 
Center for Performing Arts at Rhinebeck. In 
the past, Sally has served on the boards of 
the United Way of Dutchess County, Family 
and Services Inc., Hudson Valley Phil-
harmonic, and Dutchess Housing Partnership. 
Since 1990, Sally has worked alongside State 
Senator Stephen Saland as a Constituent 
Services Representative working to solve the 
problems facing the 41st Senate District of 
NY. 

Sally recently served as chairwoman of 
leadership gifts for the $2.2 million expansion 
project for the Starr Library. She has co- 
chaired the YWCA’s $2 million capital cam-
paign renovation project and the Mid-Hudson 
Children’s Museum $2.8 million acquisition 
project. Sally is also chairwoman of the 
Rhinebeck Comprehensive Plan Revision 
Project, a community-wide planning initiative 
focusing on Rhinebeck’s future. 

Sally has also served as chairwoman of the 
Town of Rhinebeck Planning Board. She has 
been an active member of the New York State 
Planning Federation and the Dutchess County 
Planning Federation, as a member of Hudson 
River Shorelines Task Force. Sally also 
served as a representative of the Chairman of 
the Dutchess County Legislature on the Hud-
son Valley Regional Council. 

In recognition of Sally’s continued work and 
service to her community, the Community 
Foundation of Dutchess County has recently 
honored Sally, as have many other organiza-
tions throughout the region over the years. 
Sally’s tireless and dedicated service dem-
onstrates the essence of what it means to be 
a citizen. People like Sally across the nation 
form the fabric of our society. 

At this time, it is important we honor such 
individuals for their devoted and generous 
work, leadership, and service on behalf of 
their communities. As evidenced by Sally’s 
achievements, it is people like her that make 
our communities better places to live. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of Detective Louis J. 
Deck, loving father, grandfather, friend and 
mentor, whose life was lived in dedicated and 
outstanding service to others. As a veteran of 
the United States Navy, Mr. Deck served our 
country with courage and honor. As a veteran 
police officer and detective with the Cleveland 
Police Department, Detective Deck protected 
and served the citizens of our community with 
wisdom, compassion, courage and integrity. 

Detective Deck began his law enforcement 
career in 1967, as a police officer working in 
the 4th District of the Cleveland Police Depart-
ment. Just three years later, he was appointed 
to serve in the Bureau of Special Investiga-
tions unit and was soon appointed to the posi-
tion of Detective. Detective Deck incorporated 
his street smarts, brave heart, and insight into 
the human psyche to assist in solving a myr-
iad of criminal cases—cases that sprung from 
the streets and cases that rose from corporate 
greed. 

Detective Deck’s nearly forty-year tenure 
with the Cleveland Police Department was 
framed by honor and achievement. Though 
modest and unimpressed with accolades, De-
tective Deck’s significant contribution to our 
community did not go unnoticed. In 1985 and 
1986, Detective Deck was awarded com-
mendations by the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for his outstanding work as a crime vic-
tim liaison. In that capacity, Detective Deck 
worked diligently to uncover every avenue of 
assistance for crime victims and their families. 
Detective Deck’s concern for others extended 
well beyond the bounds of the 4th District. He 
was a regular volunteer with the Cops & Kids 
programs at Metro General Hospital, providing 
a sunny distraction for young patients through 
his annual transformation from detective to elf. 
He was also an active member of civic organi-
zations, including the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, the Cleveland Police Patrolman’s Asso-
ciation, and the Cleveland Police Historical 
Society and Museum. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Detective Louis 
J. Deck, as we reflect on his incredible service 
to our community as police officer, detective, 
veteran, volunteer and friend. Detective Deck’s 
integrity, expertise, and focus on protecting 
and reaching out to those in need will forever 
serve as a shining example of all that is good 
in public service. He lived life with a wry smile, 
quick wit and helping hand, and his legacy of 
lifting up the lives of countless residents, 
young and old, will serve as a shining road 
upon which others should follow, and will for-
ever uplift our entire community. I offer my 
condolences to his children, grandchildren, ex-
tended family and many friends. His life and 
service to others will live forever in the hearts 
of everyone who knew and loved him well. 
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